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SUBJECT: ALUSAF STRIKERS REPLACED BY SOLDIERS 
REF: DURBAN 143 

1. SUMMARY: STRIKING AFRICAN WORKERS ALUSAF SMELTER ALL 
SACKED MARCH 28 FOLLOWING THEIR REFUSAL RETURN WORK. 

100 DEFENCE FORCE TROOPS REPLACED THEM ALLOW SMELTER CONTINUE 
OPERATION. STRIKE BREAKING MOVE VERY STRONGLY CONDEMNED BY 
CHIEF BUTHELEZI AS NEW SIGN OF OPPRESSION AND BY TUCSA LEADER 
GROBLELAAR AS DANGEROUS PRECEDENT. 

2. ALUSAF STRIKE TOOK NEW TWIST MARCH 28 AS COMPANY FIRED ALL 
500 STRIKING AFRICAN WORKERS AND REPLACED THEM WITH 100 WHITE 
DEFENCE FORCE PERSONNEL. AFRICANS WERE SACKED AFTER THEIR 
REJECTION COMPANY ULTIMATUM AND REFUSAL RETURN JOBS. STRIKERS 
INSISTED THEY WOULD NOT RETURN UNTIL THEY HAD HEARD FROM 
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KWAZULU COUNCILLOR COMMUNITY AFFAIRS DLADLA WHO WAS SCHEDULED 
ADDRESS THEM FRIDAY MORNING. ALUSAF HAS REFUSED NEGOTIATED 
THROUGH 

DLADLA WHO WAS INFORMED COMPANY DID NOT WELCOME HIS INTERVENTION. 

3. ALUSAF WHICH 51 PERCENT CONTROLLED BY SAG INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION ( IDC) MADE REQUEST FOR DEFENCE FORCES IN ORDER 
KEEP STRATEGIC MILL OPERATING. TROOPS TRANSFERED FROM DURBAN 
BASED NATAL COMMAND FOR USE ONLY AS MILL OPERATIVES AND NOT TO 
UNDERTAKE POLICE RESPONSIBILITIES VIS- VIS STRIKERS. 

4. REACTING MASS FIRINGS. KWAZULU CHIEF COUNCILLOR GATSHA 
BUTHELEZI ISSUED STATEMENT BRANDING STRIKE BREAKING ACTION 
AS CLEAR OPPRESSION" AFRICAN WORKERS AND FURTHER EVIDENCE 
UNDERLINING " BLACK POWERLESSNESS". COMPANY ACTION BACKWARD 
STEP IN SOUTH AFRICAN LABOR RELATIONS, HE SAID. ARTHUR GROBLELAAR, 
TUCSA GENERAL SECRETARY ALSO CONDEMNED USE DEFENCE FORCE 
PERSONNEL AS STRIKE BREAKERS WHERE ESSENTIAL SERVICES NOT 
AFFECTED. HE WARNED THAT IF THIS NEW SAG TACTIC TO STAMP 

OUT STRIKES IT COULD LEAD TO VERY DANGEROUS LABOR CONFRONTATION. 

5. COMMENT: THIS FIRST RECENT USE DEFENCE FORCE PERSONNEL AS 
STRIKE BREAKERS AND MAY INDEED SIGNAL NEW HARDLINE APPROACH RE 
CONTINUING STRIKE ACTIONS BY AFRICAN WORKERS. BUT. SAG APPARENTLY 
PREFERS USE ECONOMIC PRESSURE RATHER THAN POLICE ACTIONS 

AS MAIN WEAPON HOLD AFRICAN WORKERS AND THEIR DEMANDS IN 
CHECK. 

HOLMES 
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